Changes in Ecosystems

Adapting to Change

e When an organism is born, it belongs to a species, with all of the species
characteristics, but itis also an diwe d.u.o.l
e Some individuals have characteristics that give them an
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Natural Selection

e Individuals with m&“}%ﬂs are able to pass on their traits to
their offspring
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Adaptive Radiation
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Ecological Succession

e Ecosystems also evolve over time
e Ecological succession refers to changes in the bl d‘C—
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Two types:
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Ecological Succession (continued)

2. Secondary succession — Occurs after a d‘ig;g’tt‘ - that leaves

the S01 and possibly some living organisms
e Examples:
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e  Much more rapid than primary succession, only lasts decades
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Events that affect Mature Communities
Flooding
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Drought

e Occurs when an area receives Lﬁ&s uu:\-e( than

normal over long periods of time

Insect Infestations

. Irjéects can be very destructive, but may play arole in
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e Entire ecosystems can be affected by insect infestations
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