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Adapting to Change 

 When an organism is born, it belongs to a species, with all of the species 
characteristics, but it is also an ____________________ 

 Some individuals have characteristics that give them an 
_________________ 

 

Natural Selection 

 Individuals with _________________ are able to pass on their traits to 
their offspring 

 Those with ________________ ____________________ have less chance 
to reproduce 

Adaptive Radiation 

 With enough changes over time, one species can turn into several 
different species 

 

Example: 

Ecological Succession 

 Ecosystems also evolve over time 
 Ecological succession refers to changes in the ______________ 

characteristics 

Two types: 

1. Primary succession – begins with __________________ 
o First organisms to arrive and reproduce are ________________ 

_________________ 
o These species alter the ______________ and _______________ 

environment in some way 
o Primary succession may last for _______________ of years until 

a _____________________ community forms  

_________________ communites are also called __________________ 
communities 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ecological Succession (continued) 

2. Secondary succession –  Occurs after a _________________ that leaves 
the _______________ and possibly some living organisms 
 Examples: 

 
 
 
 
 

 Much more rapid than primary succession, only lasts decades 

Events that affect Mature Communities 

Flooding 

 Water not contained within ______________ or ______________ 
_____________ 

 Occurs when water levels can ____________ _______________ 
 Can result in 

o   
o   

 May be associated with ______________ _______________ and 
__________________ ________________ 

 Can also be associated with ___________________ in costal areas 

Drought 

 Occurs when an area receives ___________ ______________ than 
normal over long periods of time 

Insect Infestations 

 Insects can be very destructive, but may play a role in 
___________ _______________. 

 Example: Pine Beetle 

 

 

 

 Entire ecosystems can be affected by insect infestations 


